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a UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN, 


25 2 5, 


| 86 klonen 8 Borten in the Chair, 
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HE Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin: 
Re the Friends of the People at Longon 


- imprefſed with the reſemblance in the title, na- 


ture, and deſtination of their reſpeAive inſtitu- 


tions; and acting unde! that fraternity of feeling 
which ſuch a coincidence naturally inſpires. 
The title which you bear is a gloriqus, one; and 


| & we too are Friends of the People. "IT we be 


aſked, © Who are the People?“ We turn not 


ur eyes here and there, to this party, or to that 
, perſuaſion, and cry, Lo! the People; but 


we look around us without partiality or predi- 


lection, and we anſwer, The multitude of hu- 
man beings, the living maſs of humanity aſſo- 


1 ciated. to exiſt, to ſubſiſt, and to be happy. In 


them and them only, we find the- original of 
* ſocial authority, the-meaſure of political value, 
« ANG Ge pedeſtal of Boe ers 5 5 

4 A8 Prichds of thei People; opholdib{itheir 
Wee and deploring their ſufferings, the great 
PIG: A: nu Society FI a real repreſentaion, of 
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— ny 
dhe drt naten in an Triſh Patlianent, ht! 


as friends of the vole, people, we ſupport * 
the neceſſity of Catholic emancipation, „ as 4 


means of making repteſentaion what it ought 


to be, free, equal, and entire. If the people of 


one country be not obliged to obey the lays/of ' | 


another, on the ſame principle when the peo- 
ple reſident in a countty have no ſort of influ- 


ence over the legiſlature that legiſfature will! 


receive rather a difcretional © acquieſcence chan 
legitimate obedie nee; and as this diſcretional 
is dangrous, ſtate ebecauſe precarious, . 
becomes neceſſary for the peace and happineſs of 

the nation, violence being the laſt meaſure to 
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vx The Pete W of. ireland with regar ard” 


to population, is upwards of four millions, three 


of which are of the Catholic religion; and with / 
redes political ke” F * 
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8 er Pale n preſentition ib 
ag: Gon 17 boroughs have ho enen! Sec 
tor : 16 Have but onè 3 16 babe from tu to 
fixe 3 90 have 13 electors each; 90 perſons res 
turn for 106 venal boroughs, that mne 
bers out of god, the whole number 
bers are returned by five nobleman *and* four 
3 and borough influence has given land- 
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kak Gaol. power in the counties, as ka ; 
them boroughs alſo.—In ſhort, repreſentation, 
which in its nature is only a depoſit, has been 
converted into a property; and that conſtitu- 
tion which is founded on equal liberty, and 
| which. declares that no tax ſhall be levied with- 
out the Good wil of the people, is totally l 
perverted in its principles, and corrupted in its 
practice; yet the majeſty of the people is ſtill 
quoted with affected veneration; and if the 
crown be oſtenſibiy placed in a part of Fe chan 5 
teſtant portion, it is placed in mockery, for 
it is ee . ane Z „ 


6 2. With 3 to he Catholics, the bello 
ing is the ſimple and ſorrowful fact: Three 1 
millions, every one of whom has an intereſt in t 
the ftate, and collectively give it its value, are 
taxed without, being repreſented, and bound. . il 
by laws to which they have not given conſent. ; 
They now require a ſhare of political liberty, : 
in the participation of the elective franchiſe, and . }} , 
of civil liberty in the privilege! of ſerving on h 
Grand Juries. There can be no civil without : 
political liberty: and in requiring the right of f 
ſuffrage, they, in reality, demand only a ſafe- } 
guard for their 1 their e ROC 1 
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1 — penal . the C: n 
reduce oppreſſion into a ſyſtem; the action and 
preffure of the ſyſtem continually. accumulating}. 
without any re · action on the part of the ſufferers 
ſunk in the lethargy of ſervitude, has confirm- 
ed the governing portion of the people in a 
habit of domination. This habit, mixing wit 

8 the antipathtes of paſt times, and the irritations 
5 of the moment, has impreſfed a ſtrange N 

-fion, that the rights' ol the plurality are Proteſ- 

tant” Property, and that the birth right of mil- 


nee born and to be born, continue the ſpoils | f 
of war, and booty of conqueſt. The perverſion 


of the underſtanding perverts the heart; and 
tis Proteſtant aſcendancy, as it calls itſelf, 


; Catholics © becauſe it has injured” them, on a 


ls + minate © an individual; would eraſe 222 , whole* 


people from the roll of eitizenthip, and for the 5 


5 ſins (if they were ſins) of remote anceſtors, 
would attaint their remoteſt poſterity. We 
: have read, and read with horror, that Loui is XI. 


| 

* a 5 
ordered the children to be placed under he 
f | ſcaffold; where the father was beheaded, Bone 25 


_ the o7 2 55 be e with his blood. 7 
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uniting power with paffion, and hating the 4 


torial | ſuſpicion itiſufficient to cri- 
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tion Dy ee eve 
as, in 1 this kindom, been corrupted; and from 
the moment, that equality of rights was over- 

5 N and general liberty became particular 
power, che public mind has been ſplit into a 
conflict of factions. General diſtribution of the 
dlllective franchiſe would make corruption im- 
pPrałticable; but When common right becomes- 
the property of perſon, party, or perſuaſion; it 55 
acquires a value equally unnatural and e 

A tiutional; is bought and ſold; riſes how PE 
any mark etable commodity. The deprivation 
=. of. the elective franchiſe, on the one hand, ad | 
= aj. great, majority of the nation of an invaluable 
=_— . blefgg; and its accumulation in the hands of 
3 * the Proteſtant, portion, operates on that, very 
_ portion, as a curſe. The right of ali heaped up 
and ; hoarded&-by the few, becomes ap Public peſt, ; 
ad the nutriment oh bs onfurution. is chan- 
N Ho its Eee 710 10 f bs oY 84084 
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88 The iniquitous Wc ts in n 
= SO Ari its contagion, through counties, taints 
EF morals and manners, makes elections mere fairs 
3 for the traffic of franchiſe and the ſale of men; in 
3 piace of that nationality of mind, which. Jpreads 
_ - its parental embrace around a whole people, ſub- 


ſtitutes the ee excluding ſpirit of felfiſh 
| | 4 4 = * corporations, | 


n iT 


1 „1 


— and ſwelling, at lengthy into e | 
ſtrous and gigantic aſcendancy; holds forth a 
hundred thouſand hands to bribe and betrays, | 
and tramples with an hundred thouſand (feet! 
on thoſe miſerable millions, who have leſt their 

only wants e. and nen N 


Hou 
S8 laſtrusted by che genius of the Se 
and the genuine ſpirit of he laws; aſtructed vf 
by late, all that has been ſpoken, or wrictenzor 0 


ed or ſuffeted in the cauſe of Freedom: i „ 8 6 


ed by the late reyolutien in America; by: the late 
revolution of Ireland; by the late revolution in 
France: hearing of all that has been dond over, 
the face, of the globe for liberty, and fedling 
all that ean bei ſuffered, fromo the Want af its“ 
reading the Charter of Independence to-Ireland; 
and liſtening to the ſpirit · ſtirting voice: of her- 
great deliverer; actuated, in fine, by that'impes. 
riſhable ſpark in che boſom of man, xhich the 
ſervitude. of a century e e eee * 0 
extinguiſh, che Catholies of this country have 
been leſſened into liberty; have learned to knorr 
their rights; to be ſenſble of their wrongs 5s 
and to detail, by peaceful delegariow, their“ 
grievances, rather than endure without r 
dience. Toul--in either kingdoay wd rer 
een e W Seeler fot r 
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| . 8 . *Þ 10 7 
the rights of nature, Soi your books, tear 


your charters, break down your free preſs, _ 
Erumble to pieces thoſe moulds which have caſt 


liberty in fo fair a form, as to make Catholics 


e TED . N 


feel what Proteſtants have felt, and join their | 
admiration. und. _ with _ of a. wry 


"208 This pl 4 ode; many Aber ſotieries - 


| have aſſociated to create that union of power, 

and that brotherhood of affection among all the 
inhabitants of this iſland; which is the intereſt as 
well as duty of all. We are all Iriſhmen; and 


our object is to unite the different deſcripti 


» 
* 


ng Catholic 


ately: 


tainly do) the extenſion of elective franchife, 


would only add to the maſs of corruption. The 
centre of our union is fixed and immoveable. a 
The Preſbyterian wiſhes national freedom. 


The (Catholic aſpires to nothing more; nor can 
. _ of them be l 135 believe that thoſe” 


varieties 


* F 5 
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ot religion in the caufe of our common country. . 
From the moſt oppoſite points in the wide cir- 
cumference of religion we tend, with increaſing 
velocity, to the ſame centre of political Union" 
A reform in parliament, prec | 
. enfranchiſement; would be in its nature partial 
and excluſive; and unleſs a reform imme | 
follows that emancipation (Which it will cer 5 


TX 11 T * == 

varieties of: ee faich, whinh mig 4 „ 

. ed the pleaſure of the Creator, ſhould be made 
| the engines of political torture to any of his 
creatures. Too long have our people been ſet. © 


in array of battle againſt each other; too long 
have the rancour and revenge of our anceſtors been 
leſt as a legacy of blood to their poſterity; - 
too long hag, one limb of the ſocial body been 
5 tied down, until jt. had nearly loſt all feeling, 
. life and energy. It it our wiſh, it is our hope/, 
| to give Ireland the full and free poſſoſſon - - - Þ 
both her arms, her Catholic arm as well as Pro- 
teſtant arm, that ſhe. may the. better e 55 
5 ber n or er grapple n Her a: 5g 


« Such m6 .thet 3 priiiee'sf our! = 
i inltenden, which, having neither power nor 
patronage, but merely the energy of honey, 
has not only been diſtinguiſhed by the calumnies 
of thoſe, who are born only to bite the heel} 
cruſhed under foot, but has been hoe 5 
7 noured by the obloquy of men, WE fill the 
firſt offices in the ſtate. From them we appeal - 
to natural right and eternal juſtice, e — 
ought ever to be eſtabliſhed without com 
: < promife or reſervation. From them we ap-. 
- | - peal to thoſe, who call themſelves. Friends o 
- | the SIO Look not upon. Ireland wich. an _— 
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eye of . indifferetice: The period of Iriſh- inf 
- nificance' is paſſing faſt away. If the nation” 
ever appeared contemptible, it was becauſe the na- 


was it abandoned by government, than it roſe to 
diſtinction as a people. As to any union be- 
tween: the iflands, believe us when we aſſert, 


2 to bind rheſe nations together. Recipro- 
cal intereſts and mutual wants will ever ſecure 
mutualꝭ affection; but, were any other unidn to 
be forced, and force only could effect it, you 
would endanger: your liberties, and we ſhould 


loſe our ri you would feel the influente 
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5 Tn neglected iſland, for e God has 
done ſo much and man ene "ue b3iyon 
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tion did not a& ; but no ſooner in the late war 


that, our union reſts upon our mutual indepen- 
dence. We ſhall love each other, , 200 be let 
© 79 ourſelves. | It is the union of minds, which 


of che eroun eee eee e dee 
and de ſhould loſe the name and enctgies orf | 


_ a; people, with every hope or raiſing to its me- 5 
rited Nation in the map of mankind, this noble 
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WE have received by the hand of Mr. 
Archdekin, the favour of your- Addreſs, and. 
- ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity of laying it 
before tae Society of the Friends of the People, Tf 
at their firſt Meeting, which is appointed to be 
held on the 1 5th of next month, We cannot, 
however, delay expreſſing the pleaſure we fee! 
iin finding fo large a portion of our fellow · cit. DO 
15 zens entertaining ſentiments ſo juſt, and expreſ- _— 
-,  fing theſe ſentiments with an energy that com. 
: mands aſſent. Our endeayours mult neceſſarily 
be confined to this Iſland, and can have no 
immediate relation to Ireland, which ever muſt 2 2 
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poſſeſs a perfect Ti t to legiſlat e for herſelf. 
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r we ſhall give or take the example, 
- our wiſhes will ever be earneſt for your ſucceſs. 
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